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who, on this occasion, built for them, in  1232, a magnificent convent
at Barcelona.

King James, having conquered the kingdom of Valencia, founded in
it several rich convents; one was in the city of Valencia, which was taken
by the aid of the prayers of St Peter, when the soldiers had despaired of
success, tired out by the obstinacy of the besieged and strength of the
place. In thanksgiving for this victory the king built the rich monastery
in the royal Palace of Uneza, near the same city, on a spot where an image
of our Lady was dug up, which is still preserved in the church of this
convent, and is famous for pilgrimages. It is called the Monastery of
our Lady of Mercy del Puche.1 That prince attributed to the prayers of
St Peter thirty great victories which he obtained over the infidels, and
the entire conquest of the two kingdoms of Valencia and Murcia. St
Peter, after his religious profession, renounced all his business at court,
and no entreaties of the king could ever after prevail with him to appear
there but once, and this was upon a motive of charity to reconcile two
powerful noblemen who, by their dissension, had divided the whole
kingdom and kindled a civil war. The saint ordained that two members
of the order should be sent together amongst the infidels to treat about
the ransom of Christian slaves, and they are hence called Ransomers.
One of the two first employed in this pious work was our saint, and the
kingdom of Valencia was the first place that was blessed with his labours;
the second was that of Granada. He not only comforted and ransomed
a great number of captives, but, by his charity and other rare virtues,
was the happy instrument of inducing many of the Mahometans to
embrace the faith of Christ. He made several other journeys to the coasts
of Spain, besides a voyage to Algiers, where, among other sufferings,
he underwent imprisonment for the faith. But the most terrifying dangers
could never make him desist from his pious endeavours for the conversion
of the infidels, burning with a holy desire of martyrdom. He begged
earnestly of his order to be released from the burden of his generalship^
but by his tears could only obtain the grant of a vicar to assist him in the
discharge of it. He employed himself in the meanest offices of his convent,
and coveted above all things to have the distribution of the daily alms at
the gate of the monastery; he at the same time instructed the poor in the
knowledge of God and in virtue. St Louis IX of France wrote frequently
to him, and desired much to see him. The saint waited on him in
Languedoc in the year 1243, and the king, who tenderly embraced him,
requested him to accompany him in his expedition to recover the Holy
L*mL St Peter earnestly desired it, but was hindered by sickness, with
which he was continually afflicted during the last years of his life, the
of ius fatigues and austerities, and he bore it with incomparable
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